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REPORT  OF  THE  REGISTRIES   OF  DEEDS  TRANSFER 

STUDY  COMMITTEE 


(established  under  Chapter  151,   section  672 


of  the  Acts  of  1996) 


EXECUTIVE  SUMMARY 

The  Registries  of  Deeds  Transfer  Study  Committee  was  established 
"to  study  and  produce  a  comprehensive  report  on  the  financial  and 
programmatic  implications  and  advisability  of,   and  recommended 
procedures  for,   transferring  the  registries  of  deeds  in  the 
counties  of  the  Commonwealth  to  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
state .  " 

The  Committee  members  were  William  Francis  Galvin,    Secretary  of 


the  Commonwealth;  Michael  J.   Ring,  president  of  the  Massachusetts 
Registers  and  Assistant  Registers  of  Deeds  Association;   and  Harry 
M.   Grossman,   director  of  the  Division  of  Local  Services  in  the 
Department  of  Revenue,   who  was  the  appointee  of  the  Executive 
Office  of  Administration  and  Finance. 

The  Committee  conducted  five  public  meetings:  November  8,    1996  at 
11:00  a.m.;  December  31,   1996  at  12:00  p.m.;   January  10,    1997  at 
11:00  a.m.;   January  22,    1997  at  2:00  p.m.;   and  January  24,  1997 
at  12:00  p.m.     All  meetings  were  held  in  the  seventeenth  floor 
conference  room  at  the  John  W.  McCormack  State  Office  Building, 
One  Ashburton  Place,   Boston.     In  addition  to  the  three  Committee 
members,   the  following  persons  attended  all  public  meetings: 
Kevin  R.  Harvey,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth; 
Christopher  Hinchey,   legal  counsel  to  the  state  Department  of 
Revenue;   and  Maryellen  McManus,   clerk  of  the  Committee. 


INTRODUCTION 


A.  THE  PAST 

The  offices  of  the  Registry  of  Deeds  for  the  several  counties  of 
the  Commonwealth  were  created  when  the  Great  and  General  Court 
enacted  Chapter  60  of  the  Acts  of  1783.     These  offices  have 
remained  a  function  of  county  government  since  that  time.  There 
are  currently  twenty  one  Registries  of  Deeds  offices  throughout 
the  fourteen  counties  of  Massachusetts. 

B.  THE  PRESENT 

There  are  currently  several  bills  or  proposals  which  would  result 
in  revisions  in  the  status  of  the  Registries  of  Deeds.  Governor 
William  F.  Weld  has  filed  legislation  calling  for  the  total 
abolition  of  county  government.     In  conjunction  with  that  bill, 
the  Governor  has  proposed  that  the  Registries  of  Deeds  be 
transferred  to  the  administration  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth  on  July  1,  1997. 

State  Senator  Richard  Moore    (D-Uxbridge)    is  composing  legislation 
which  will  create  a  more  gradual  abolition  of  the  county 
government  system.     However,   he  also  will  propose  a  transfer  of 
the  Deeds  offices  and  functions  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth.     One  county  Registry  of  Deeds  has  already  been 


transferred.     As  a  result  of  Chapter  151,    section  567  of  the  Acts 
of  1996,   the  Secretary  will  assume  administration  of  the  Franklin 
County  Registry  of  Deeds,   effective  July  1,   1997.    State  Senator 
Robert  Hedlund   (R-Weymouth)   has  filed  legislation   (S.    112)  to 
transfer  all  Registries  of  Deeds  to  the  State  Secretary,   based  on 
the  Franklin  County  model. 

In  addition,   the  legislation  committee  of  the  Massachusetts 
Registers  and  Assistant  Registers  of  Deeds  Association  submitted 
a  report  to  its  membership  in  September  1996  containing  draft 
legislation  "to  effect  the  orderly  transition  of  registries  of 
deeds  from  the  counties  to  the  state  and  to  provide  for  an 
efficient  and  effective  means  of  administration."     The  members  of 
that  committee  were  Marianne  Donohue,  Hampshire;  Richard  Howe, 
Middlesex  North;   John  Meade,   Barnstable;  Mary  O'Brien,  Berkshire 
Middle;  Richard  Seibert,   Plymouth;   and  Michael  J.   Ring,  Middlesex 
South   (ex  officio) . 

The  legislation  proposed  by  this  committee  would  place  the 
transfer  and  administration  of  the  twenty  one  Registries  of  Deeds 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  a  seven-member  appointed  commission 
within  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth.  The 
legislative  committee  contends  that  such  a  commission  would 
result  in  a  "collective  expertise    [that]    can  be  employed  to 
provide  for  the  most  efficient  and  orderly  land  records  system 
and  establish  greater  uniformity  and  standardization  among 
registries  now  and  in  the  future . " 


C.      THE  FUTURE 


The  twenty  one  Registry  of  Deeds  offices  received  and  processed 
nearly  1.5  million  documents  during  fiscal  year  1996,  generating 
revenue  of  nearly  $110  million.     However,   the  filing  and 
administrative  procedures  differ  greatly  among  the  various 
offices.     With  the  uncertainty  concerning  the  future  of  county 
government,    it  is  imperative  that  an  orderly  transition  be 
effected  to  ensure  that  high  standards  of  service  and  efficiency 
are  maintained. 


D.        ISSUES  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS 


I.  Status  of  the  Registers  of  Deeds:     The  majority  of  the  study 
commission  recommends  that  the  position  be  maintained  as  an 
elected  office. 

II.  Budget:     The  committee  recommends  that  the  21  Registries  of 
Deeds  be  included  in  a  single  line  item  within  the  State 
Secretary's  budget.     This  will  provide  for  consistency  in  the 
agency's  budget  process,   as  well  as  a  uniformity  of  procedures 
critical  for  the  efficient  operation  of  the  office.  This 
process  will  consist  of  the  individual  Registers  submitting 


their  budget  requests  to  the  State  Secretary,   who  in  turn  will 
present  the  agency's  request  to  the  Executive  Office  of 
Administration  and  Finance.     That  request  will  be  reviewed  and 
will  result  in  the  budget  proposals  to  be  presented  by  the 
Governor,   the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives. 

III.     Status  of  Employees:     The  commission  recommends  that  the 
activities  and  responsibilities  of  the  current  employees  of  the 
Registries  of  Deeds     will  continue  to  be  overseen  by  the  21 
Registers,   who  shall  also  be  responsible  for  the  nomination  and 
appointment  of  the  employees  of  the  individual  Registries. 
Said  employees  shall  be  individuals  of  the  Registry  of  Deeds 
Division  of  the  Office  of  the  State  Secretary.     The  Secretary 
shall  have  responsibility  for  the  general  superintendency  of 
all  Registries  of  Deeds  and  their  employees.     When  in  the 
opinion  of  the  State  Secretary,   a  controversy  in  any  registry 
arises,  with  respect  to  employment,   personnel,  practice, 
administration,   procedures  or  contractual  matters,    then  the 
State  Secretary  shall  consult  with  the  Register  of  Deeds  in  whose 
registry  such  controversy  arises.     If  after  such  consultation,  it 
is  the  opinion  of  the  State  Secretary,   that  the  controversy 
remains  unresolved,   he  shall  'issue  an  order  in  writing  to  such 
Register  to  correct  any  matters  which  have  created  such 
controversy.     If  the  Register  fails  within  seven  days  from  the 
date  of  the  order,   to  comply  with  such  order,    the  State  Secretary 
may  take  direct  action  to  enforce  the  order  and  such  action  taken 
shall  be  final. 


IV.  The  status  of  the  proposed  Registry  of  Deeds  Commission: 
The  commission  recommends  the  establishment  of  a  formal  Registry 
of  Deeds  Commission,   which  shall  have  defined,   codified  duties 
and  responsibilities.     The  commission  shall  consist  of  five 
members,   of  which  the  State  Secretary  will  serve  as  chair.  The 
remaining  members  shall  be  the  elected  president  of  the 
Massachusetts  Registers  and  Assistant  Registers  of  Deeds 
Association;  and  three  Registers  of  Deeds  to  be  nominated  to 
serve  by  a  majority  of  the  Registries  of  Deeds  from  each  of  the 
following  regions  respectively:  region  I  shall  include  the 
Registries  of  Deeds  located  in  Essex,   Middlesex  and  Suffolk 
Counties;   region  II  shall  include  the  Registries  of  Deeds 
located  in  Barnstable,   Bristol,  Dukes,   Nantucket,   Norfolk  and 
Plymouth  counties;  region  III  shall  include  the  Registries  of 
Deeds  located  in  Berkshire,   Franklin,   Hampden,  Hampshire  and 
Worcester  counties.     The  commission  will  be  advisory  in  nature, 
overseeing  statewide  policy  on  matters  of  procedures,  practices 
and  uniformity  of  standards  within  the  Registry  of  Deeds 
Division  of  the  Office  of  the  State  Secretary. 

V.  July  1,   1997:     The  commission  recommends  the  transfer  of  all 
Registries  of  Deeds  to  the  State  Secretary  become  effective  on 
July  1,    1997.     This  will  ensure  an  orderly  and  coherent 
transition,   as  well  as  provide  for  the  establishment  of  uniform 
standards  in  all  Registry  offices. 


VI.  Deeds  excise  tax:     The  committee  recommends  that  there  be 
established  and  set  up  on  the  books  of  the  commonwealth  a 
separate  fund  to  be  known  as  the  Registry  of  Deeds  Improvement 
Fund.     This  shall  be  a  dedicated  fund  of  4.25  percent  of  all 
revenues  collected  pursuant  to  chapter  64 -D.     The  State 
Secretary  may  expend  money  from  this  fund  to  pursue  uniformity 
of  technology  in  all  Registry  of  Deeds  offices,    to  create 
excellence  accompanied  by  an  awareness  of  the  levels  of 
activity  and  available  resources,   and  to  work  with  the 
individual  Registries  with  a  sensitivity  to  the  amount  that 
each  Registry  contributes  to  the  fund  while  receiving  due 
consideration  for  the  levels  of  those  contributions. 

VII.  Salaries  of  the  Registers  of  Deeds:   The  commission 
recommends  that  the  registers  fall  into  two  salary  classification 
schedules  that  are  the  same  schedules  that  have  been  established 
for  commonwealth  management  job  groups. 

E.  CONCLUSION 

The  potential  transfer  of  the  county  Registry  of  Deeds  offices  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  represents  a  rare  opportunity 
to  revolutionize  the  manner  in  which  the  essential  business  of 
those  offices  is  conducted.     This  transfer  will  propel 
Massachusetts  into  the  twenty  first  century  in  the  area  of 
recording  real  estate  transactions. 


The  Secretary's  office  is  the  principal  records  keeper  for  the 
Commonwealth.     It  currently  files  and  updates  the  records  of  more 
that  400-thousand  corporations  doing  business  in  Massachusetts, 
and  also  records  at  least  17-thousand  Uniform  Commercial  Code 
filings  each  year.      In  addition,    it  registers  and  approves  stock 
offerings,   brokers  and  investment  advisors  through  its  Securities 
Division  and  oversees  370  years  of  state  historical  records  and 
artifacts  at  the  State  Archives.     The  transfer  will  provide 
economic  benefits  and  improvements  in  efficiency  to  the  citizens 
of  the  Commonwealth.     The  coordination  of  the  Registries  within  a 
single  agency  will  result  in  considerable  savings  to  the  state's 
taxpayers,   especially  on  a  long-term  basis. 

Of  equal  importance  will  be  the  ability  and  the  resources  of  the 
Secretary  to  establish  uniformity  among  the  twenty  one  Registry 
of  Deeds  offices  by  developing  and  implementing  the  most  modern 
technology  available.     This  will  result  not  only  in  a  uniformity 
of  policy,   procedures  and  administration,   but  also  in  allowing 
greater  public  access  and  easier  interpretation  of  real  estate 
records . 

The  Secretary's  office  now  has  an  established  technology  network 
with  all  351  municipalities  in  the  Commonwealth  by  virtue  of  its 
implementation    of  the  federal  "Motor  Voter"  law.     This  can  be 
expanded  to  provide  a  link  to  the  Registry  of  Deeds  offices.  It 
can  also  serve  as  a  vital  additional  component  to  the  office's 
business  assistance  section,   which  provides  information  on  local 


bylaws,   regulations  and  zoning  ordinances. 

Therefore,    for  the  above  stated  reasons,   the  Registries  of  Deeds 
Transfer  Study  Committee  recommends  that  the  administration  of 
the  twenty  one  Registry  of  Deeds  offices  in  the  fourteen  counties 
of  Massachusetts  be  transferred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth . 


F.  LEGISLATION 


AN  ACT  TO  TRANSFER  THE  REGISTRIES  OF  DEEDS  OFFICES 
TO  THE  STATE  SECRETARY'S  OFFICE 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled, 
and  by  authority  of  the  same  as  follows: 

SECTION  1.  chapter  36  section  1  is  hereby  amended  by  inserting  after  the  last  paragraph 
the  following  new  paragraph;  Notwithstanding  any  general  or  special  law  or  county 
charter  to  the  contrary,  pursuant  to  this  act,  all  Registries  of  Deeds  Offices  are  hereby 
transferred  to  the  State  Secretary's  Office  effective  July  1,  nineteen  hundred  ninety-seven 
and  all  employees  of  the  registries  shall  be  as  of  that  date  employees  of  the  state  secretary 

SECTION  2.  chapter  36  is  amended  by  adding  a  new  section  :2A  General 
Superintendency  of  the  State  Secretary: 

Registries  of  Deeds  shall  be  a  division  of  the  Office  of  the  state  secretary.  Registers  shall 
be  responsible  for  the  appointment  of  all  employees  of  their  respective  registries.  Said 
employees  shall  be  individuals  of  the  Registry  of  Deeds  Division  of  the  Office  of  the 


State  Secretary.  The  state  secretary  shall  have  responsibility  for  the  general 
superintendency  of  all  registries  of  deeds  included  within  the  said  Registry  of  Deeds 
Division.  When  in  the  opinion  of  the  state  secretary,  a  controversy  arises  in  any  registry 
with  respect  to,  employment,  personnel,  administration,  practice,  procedure  or 
contractural  matters,  then  the  state  secretary  shall  consult  with  the  register  of  deeds  in 
whose  registry  such  controversy  arises.  If  after  such  consultation  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
state  secretary  that  the  controversy  remains  unresolved,  he  shall  issue  an  order  in  writing 
to  such  register  to  correct  any  matters  which  have  created  such  controversy.  If  the 
Register  fails  within  7  days  from  the  date  of  the  order  to  comply  with  such  order,  the  state 
secretary  may  take  direct  action  to  enforce  the  order  and  such  action  taken  shall  be  final. 

SECTION  3. chapter  36  section  3  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  the  existing  text  and 
inserting  the  following  new  text:  Oath  of  Office:  bond 

Each  register  of  deeds  shall  be  sworn  in  by  the  state  secretary  at  the  commencement  of 
their  term  of  office  and  at  intervals  of  not  more  than  one  year,  so  long  as  they  continue  to 
hold  such  office,  shall  give  bond  to  the  Commonwealth  on  a  form  and  in  such  amount  as 
shall  be  prescribed  by  the  state  secretary. 

SECTION  4.  Chapter  36  section  4  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  the  existing  text  and 


inserting  the  following  new  text:  Assistant  Registers;  Appointment 

Each  register,  subject  to  the  general  superintendency  power  of  the  state  secretary  as 
specified  in  this  chapter,  may  appoint  an  Assistant  Register  of  Deeds  removable  at  his 
pleasm-e  for  whose  official  acts  he  shall  be  responsible;  provided  however  that  any  person 
appointed  by  the  Register  for  Suffolk  County  who  has  served  continuously  in  any 
position  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds  in  said  county  for  a  period  of  twenty  years  or  more, 
prior  to  December  3 1,1996,  shall  not  be  removed  except  for  cause.  Any  such  assistant 
shall  give  bond  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Register.  Any  document  or  paper  certified  and 
attested  by  such  assistant  or  any  assistant  designated  in  writing  by  the  register  or  by  a 
chief  clerk  appointed  under  section  7,  shall  be  admissible  evidence  as  if  certified  and 
attested  by  the  register. 

SECTION  5.  chapter  36  section  6  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  in  line  3  the  words 
"county  commissioners"  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following  words:-  state 
secretary. 

SECTION  6.  chapter  36  section  8  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  in  lines  5  and  6  the 
words  "county  commissioners"  and  in  line  6  the  words  "superior  court"  and  inserting  in 
place  the  following  words:  -state  secretary. 


SECTION  7.  chapter  36  section  9  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  in  line  4  the  words 
"county  commissioners"  and  the  clause  "or  in  Suffolk  County  the  Superior  Court"  and 
inserting  in  place  the  following  words: -state  secretary. 

SECTION  8.  chapter  36  section  1 1  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  in  line  8  the  words 
"county  commissioners"  and  inserting  in  place  the  following  words:-  state  secretary. 

SECTION  9.  chapter  36  section  13  A  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  in  line  1  the 
words  "  registers  of  deeds,  or  a  majority  of  them"  and  inserting  in  place  the  following 
words:  -  Registry  of  Deeds  Commission. 

SECTION  10.  chapter  36  section  17  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  in  line  1  "at  the 
expense  of  the  county"  and  in  line  5  the  words  "coimty  commissioners"  and  insert  in 
place  the  following  words:-  state  secretary  and  be  it  further  amended  by  striking  out  m 
line  one  the  word  "  county"  and  insert  in  place  the  word  :-  Commonwealth. 

SECTION  1 1. chapter  36  section  28  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  in  line  2  the  word 
"county"  and  insert  in  place  the  following  word:-  Commonwealth. 

SECTION  12. chapter  36  section  29  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  in  lines  1  the 
words  "county  conmiissioners"  and  insert  in  place  the  following  words:-  state  secretary, 
and  be  it  further  amended  by  striking  out  in  line  2  and  4  the  word  "county"  and  insert  in 


place  the  following  word;-  Commonwealth. 

SECTION  13.  chapter  36  section  30  is  hereby  amended  by  deleting  the  section  in  its 
entirety. 

SECTION  14.  chapter  36  section  33  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  the  existing  text 
and  inserting  in  place  the  following  new  text.  Salaries 

Chapter  36,  section  33  as  most  recently  amended  by  Chapter  788  of  the  Acts  of  1981,  is 
hereby  amended  as  follows: 

The  salaries  of  registers  of  deeds  and  all  assistant  registers  of  deeds  shall  be  paid  by  the 
Commonwealth,  and  the  salaries  of  registers  of  deeds  shall  be  in  full  for  all  services 
rendered  as  register  and  as  assistant  recorder  of  the  land  court. 

There  shall  be  two  salary  classifications  of  registers.  Class  One  shall  consist  of  registers 
whose  districts  include  Barnstable,  Essex  South,  Hampden,  Middlesex  North,  Middlesex 
South,  Norfolk,  Plymouth,  Suffolk  and  Worcester.  Class  Two  shall  consist  of  registers 
whose  districts  include  Berkshire  Middle,  Berkshire  North,  Berkshire  South,  Bristol  Fall 
River,  Bristol  North,  Bristol  South,  Dukes,  Essex  North,  Franklin,  Hampshire,  Nantucket 
and  Worcester  North. 


Register  of  Deeds  whose  registries  are  included  in  Class  One  shall  be  classified  in  the 
Management  Salary  Schedule  currently  in  use  for  employees  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  as  Job  Group  M-XII,  Range  C. 

Registers  of  Deeds  whose  registries  are  included  in  Class  Two  shall  be  classified  in  the 
Management  Salary  Schedule  currently  in  use  for  employees  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  as  Job  Group  M-X,  Range  A. 

SECTION  15.  chapter  36  section  38  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  in  line  2  the  word 
"counties"  and  insert  in  place  the  word:-  Commonwealth,  and  be  it  further  amended  by 
striking  out  in  line  3  the  words  "county  commissioners"  and  insert  in  place  the  following 
words:-  state  secretary. 

SECTION  16.  chapter  36  section  39  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  in  line  2  the  word 
"county"  and  inserting  in  place  the  word:  -Commonwealth  and  be  it  further  amended  by 
striking  out  the  words  "county  treasurer"  and  inserting  in  place  the  words  : -state 
secretary. 

SECTION  17.  chapter  36  is  further  amended  by  adding  the  following  new  section:  40  A 
Registry  of  Deeds  Commission. 

The  commission  will  be  a  five  member  commission  consisting  of  the  state  secretary-  as 


chair,  the  President  of  the  Massachusetts  Registers  and  Assistant  Registers  of  Deeds 
Association,  and  three  other  registers  of  deeds  appointed  upon  being  nominated  to  serve 
by  a  majority  of  the  registers  of  deeds  from  each  of  the  following  regions  respectively: 
region  I  shall  include  the  registries  of  deeds  located  in  Essex,  Middlesex  and  Suffolk 
Counties;  region  II  shall  include  the  registries  of  deeds  located  in  Barnstable,  Bnstol, 
Dukes,  Nantucket,  Norfolk  and  Plymouth  counties,  region  III  shall  include  the  registries 
of  deeds  located  in  Berkshire,  Franklin,  Hampden,  Hampshire  and  Worcester  counties. 
The  commission  shall  serve  in  an  advisory  capacity  to  formulate  statewide  uniformity  of 
standards,  policies  and  procedures  for  the  operation  of  the  registries.  Each  register  of 
deeds  shall  serve  for  a  two  year  term.  No  register  shall  serve  for  more  than  two 
consecutive  terms. 

SECTION  18.  chapter  64D  section  3  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  in  lines 
20  and  21  "advisory  board  on  county  expenditures  and  the  county  commissioners"  and 
inserting  in  place  the  words  :-  state  secretary  and  be  it  further  amended  by  striking  the 
words  "county  treasurer"  and  inserting  in  place  the  words  : -state  secretary. 

SECTION  19.  chapter  64  section  3 A  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  in  line  1  the 
words  "county  commissioners"  and  inserting  in  place  the  words  :-  state  secretary  and  be  it 
further  amended  by  striking  out  the  word  "county"  in  line  2  and  inserting  in  place  the 
word:-  Commonwealth  and  be  it  further  amended  by  striking  out  in  line  1 1  the  words 
"county  commissioners"  and  inserting  in  place  the  words:-  state  secretary. 


SECTION  20.  chapter  64D  sections B  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  the  existing  text 
and  inserting  the  following  new  text: 

Reimbursement  by  state  for  bond  premiums. 

If  a  register  of  deeds  through  the  state  secretary  has  paid  the  premium  for  a  surety 
company  bond  required  in  connection  with  the  obtaining,  keeping  and  selling  of  such 
stamps  ,  the  commissioner,  on  proof  of  such  payment,  shall  certify  to  the  comptroller  the 
amount  so  paid,  and  the  state  treasurer  shall  reimburse  the  register  therefor. 

SECTION  2 1 .  chapter  29  of  the  General  Laws,  as  appearing  in  the  nineteen  mnety-four 
Official  Edition  is  hereby  amended  by  adding  after  section  2FF  the  following  new 
section:- 

Section  2GG  Registry  of  Deeds  Improvement  Fund. 

There  is  hereby  established  and  set  up  on  the  books  of  the  commonwealth  a  separate  fund 
to  be  known  as  the  Registry  of  Deeds  Improvement  Fund.  There  shall  be  credited  to  said 
fund  4.25  percent  of  all  revenues  collected  pursuant  to  chapter  64-D. 
The  state  secretary  may  expend  money  from  said  fund  without  further  appropriation  for 
the  purpose  of  implementing,  improving  or  updating  automated  systems, 
communications  equipment,  software  and  other  systems  in  registries  of  deeds. 


Money  from  said  fund  may  be  spent  for  other  capital  and  operating  purposes  of  the 
registries  of  deeds,  subject  to  appropriation. 

SECTION  22.  chapter  54  section  143  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  in  lines  1,2,8,  17, 
23,  and  25  the  words,  "register  of  deeds"  and  be  it  further  amended  by  addmg  the 
following  new  section  143  A: 

Registers  of  deeds.  Upon  a  vacancy  by  removal  or  otherwise  in  the  office  of  register  of 
deeds  in  a  county  or  district  the  state  secretary  shall  in  like  manner  issue  precepts  for  an 
election  to  fill  such  vacancy  at  the  next  biennial  state  election  for  which  precepts  can  be 
seasonably  issued  ,  unless  the  term  of  the  office  expires  on  the  first  Wednesday  of 
January  following  such  state  election,  and  the  state  secretary  shall  appoint  some  person  to 
fill  such  office  until  a  person  is  elected  thereto  and  qualified.  The  person  so  appointed 
shall  give  bond  as  provided  in  section  3  of  chapter  thirty-six. 

SECTION  23.  Chapter  185  section  lOA  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  the  entire 
section  and  replacing  it  with  the  following  new  section.  Technical  Assistants 

The  assistant  recorder  in  any  registry  district  may,  with  the  approval  of  the  chief  justice  of 
the  land  court  department,  appoint  one  or  more  technical  assistants  who  shall  perform 
such  duties  as  the  court  may  from  time  to  time  assign  to  them  and  whose  compensation 


shall  be  fixed  by  the  register  of  deeds  and  who  shall  serve  at  the  pleasure  of  such  register. 
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Barnstable 

544,400.00 

IBM  AS400 

37 
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Berkshire  Middle 

S40,000.00 
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N/A 

N/A 

Norfolk 
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Plymouth 

549,000.00 

IB.M 
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S458.000.00 

Suffolk 

54,000.00 
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40 

5400,000.00 

Worcester  North 
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Worcester 
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560.416.00 

V^'.ANG 

65 

5800.000.00 

Totals 

5756,482.00 

835 

57,446,912.00 

PROPOSED  SALARIES  FOR  REGISTERS  OF  DEEDS 


REGISTRY 

CURRENT 

PROP.  07/01/1997 

BARNSTABLE 

$64,770.00 

$67,583.88 

BERKSHIRE  MIDDLE 

$46,504.00 

$57,285.28 

BERKSHIRE  NORTH 

$36,905.00 

$57,285.28 

BERKSHIRE  SOUTH 

$38,934.00 

$57,285.28 

BRISTOL,  FALL  RIVER 

$46,802.00 

$57,285.28 

BRISTOL  NORTH 

$48,266.00 

$57,285.28 

BRISTOL  SOUTH 

$46,802.00 

$57,285.28 

DUKES 

$45,000.00 

$57,286.28 

ESSEX  NORTH 

$45,000.00 

$57,285.28 

ESSEX  SOUTH 

$55,000.00 

$67,583.88 

FRANKLIN 

$39,000.00 

$57,285.28 

HAMPDEN 

$69,900.00 

$67,583.88 

HAMPSHIRE 

$47,450.00 

$57,285.28 

MIDDLESEX  NORTH 

$61,176.00 

$67,583.88 

MIDDLESEX  SOUTH 

$73,553.48 

$73,553.48 

NANTUCKET 

$52,900.00 

$57,285.28 

NORFOLK 

$66,063.00 

$67,583.88 

PLYMOUTH 

$79,523.08 

$79,523.08 

SUFFOLK 

$71,783.00 

$71,783.00 

WORCESTER 

$59,900.00 

$67,583.88 

WORCESTER  NORTH 

$48,911.00 

$57,285.28 

